Stonycreek Rendezvous
**You must have a wristband to enter Greenhouse Park**

Friday, May 20
Class II/III Downriver Race
Registration 5:30 at Carpenters Park
6:30-Carpenters Park to Greenhouse Park
Music
West Hills All Stars-8:30-12:00

Saturday, May 21
Rocky Mountain Kayak Beginners Trip
9:30 at Rocky Mountain Kayak booth at Greenhouse
Will be on Lower Stonycreek or Benscreek
SUP Clinic
11:00-2:00 at Greenhouse Park
SUP Race
2:30-3:30 at Greenhouse Park
Freestyle Rodeo
Registration 2:30 at Greenhouse Park
3:30 at Greenhouse Park
Basket Raffle
Music
Thornbus-5:00-7:00
1 over 8-8:30-12:00

Sunday, May 22
Riverside Devotional provided by Matthew Trent
10:00 Riverside, Greenhouse Park

*ALL RACES AND EVENTS ARE CONDITIONAL TO WATER LEVELS TO ENSURE THE
SAFETY OF ALL PARTICIPANTS. CHECK AT THE FRONT GATE FOR UPDATES*

About the BCC
The Benscreek Canoe Club is a group of paddlers from the Alleghenies region of
Pennsylvania established in the 1970’s. The club was initially a small gathering of
paddlers who met every year for a race down the Benscreek River. Fast forward
to today…the club now has over 200 members from all over the country.

Our purpose is simply to promote the enjoyment, challenge, safety and
camaraderie of kayaking and canoeing. The club is also quite involved with
issues such as stream access, whitewater/conservation dam releases and the
remediation of environmental threats. Through the club’s efforts, there are now
regularly scheduled white water releases from the Quemahoning dam, as well as
Pennsylvania’s first man made white water park in Greenhouse Park on Rt. 403.

The Stonycreek Rendezvous is always scheduled for the 3rd weekend in May.
Throughout the years the Rendezvous has grown from a small racing group into
a festival that draws participants from all over North America.

1.

2017 Release Schedule
April 8-9
April 22-23
May 6-7
May 19-21 (Stonycreek Rendezvous)
May 27 (Special Release)
June 3-4
June 17-18
July 1-2
July 15-16
July 29-30
August 12-13
August 26-27
September 9-10
September 23-24
September 7-8
October 21-22
If water level at the Quemahoning Reservoir is between 1626.0 and 1626.5 on the Sunday
before a planned release, a release will be made on the following Saturday only. If the water
level is greater than 1626.5, then the release will be held on both the following Saturday
and Sunday. This could affect late summer and early fall releases.
Releases start around 7 AM and the river should rise at Foustwell Bridge put-in by 10 AM.
Water should start dropping at Foustwell by 2 PM (each day).
Note: each release is a 1 hour ramp up, 4 hour full release, and a 1 hour ramp down.

Characteristics of the Stony
Class I-II Whitewater
For less experienced paddlers, the Stonycreek River offers moving water with
minimal whitewater in several sections. A 6.5 mile section from Hooversville to
Benson can be paddled when the USGS gauge at Ferndale shows a minimum of
4.5 feet. Almost 7 miles can be paddled from Greenhouse Park to the
confluence of the Little Conemaugh with a minimum of 3 feet at Ferndale.

Class II-III Whitewater
Paddlers interested in more of a challenge can put in at Carpenters Park and
float the 3.5 miles down to Greenhouse Park. A concrete covered pipeline that
creates a near river wide hydraulic below the Krings Bridge should be run on
river right. What should be a minimum of 3.25 feet at Ferndale. Class III water
also can be found on Shade Creek and Quemahoning Creek. The Quemahoning
Creek takeout is at the iron bridge on Quemahoning Lake. A Pennsylvania Fish
and Boat Commission sticker is required of all boats on the lake.

Class III-IV Whitewater
There are 15 rapid within the four mile Stonycreek Canyon. All will be Class III or
Class IV rapids when the Ferndale gauge reads 3 feet or higher (ideal conditions
are 3.5-5 feet). This makes the Canyon one of the longest continuous sets of
rapids in the Eastern United States. The Canyon gets to be pushy at 4.5 feet and
offers EXPERT ONLY conditions at 6.5 feet. Border Dam should NOT be run and
can be portaged on river left.

Things to Remember










The five mile run of the Canyon can take as long as four to six hours for those who stop
and play
The five mile run can also be ran in as little as 1.5 hours if you aren’t playing
The minimum runnable level is approximately 3.0 feet (450 CFS) at Ferndale
The water quality of the Stony has a long way to go, as abandoned mine drainage is a
serious problem in the area. The water quality continues to improve due to the diligent
work of the Stonycreek Conemaugh River Improvement Project
Put in at State Route 601 bridge in Foustwell or add an additional 1.5 miles by putting it
at State Route 403 bridge in Hollsopple (this can be a little tricky)
From Hollsopple take State Route 601 to Fousewell, make a left before the bridge that
goes over the Stony onto SR 4039. Follow this road for approximately 2 miles (under
Route 219), just passed Route 219 make a right onto Kaufman Church Road, follow this
for approximately 1.5 miles and make a right onto SR 4022 (Carpenters Park Road) at
the stop sign. Follow this over Route 219 and down to the takeout (Carpenters Park)
If putting in or taking out at the Hollsopple baseball fields, please be respectful and do
not consume alcoholic beverages.

First Waves
Trying to define why we paddle whitewater can be as murky as the Stony after a good rain.
Muddled lines of adrenaline, enjoyment, and friendship are interwoven like the tangles of
mountain laurel lining the banks. What is clear, however, is that exploring rivers connects us to
the natural world and inspires us in ways we don’t need to explain. Through an organization
called First Waves, the Johnstown area is using whitewater as a way to improve the lives of our
youth and highlight the remarkable community and resources that are available in the region.
With a focus on providing standup paddleboarding and river surfing experiences, First Waves is
taking a new approach to providing education and mentorship opportunities for underserved
youth in the Johnstown area. In addition to learning about whitewater, participants receive an
intensive education in the art of filmmaking and conservation. First Wave’s mission is to provide
the community’s youth with a love and appreciation for the outdoors, while arming them with a
means of documenting their experience to inspire and educate others.
The First Waves program is supported by the Community Foundation for the Alleghenies in
partnership with; the Benscreek Canoe Club, PA Organization for Watersheds & Rivers, Pittsburgh
Filmmakers Youth Media, and SurfSUP Adventures
To show your support and learn more about First Waves, you can visit: www.firstwaves.org.
By Ian Smith
Photos: Renee Rosensteel, courtesy of the Sprout Fund

Attention Dog Owners
 Please use the park at your own risk
 Owners are legally responsible for the behavior of their dog(s)
at all times
 Dogs must be leashed at all times
 Dog waste must be cleaned up by their owners IMMEDIATELY
 Dogs must not be left unattended in vehicles/tents for
extended periods of time
 Please be respectful to your fellow campers

The Benscreek Canoe Club takes great pride in putting together an event where we get to see
so many wonderful people come together and have a good time. We ask that you follow a few
simple guide lines while enjoying the festivities so that we can continue to organize events that
are enjoyed by not just the boaters that attend but the surrounding community as well.






Slow down while driving on local roads. It is pretty easy to tell a speeding kayakers by
the giant chunk of brightly colored plastic strapped to the vehicle.
Change houses were installed for a reason, please use them. While we are sure that you
are proud of your Greek statute like physique, we ask that you exercise some modesty.
Use the provided trash receptacles. You wouldn’t like it if someone was throwing their
trash in your yard, please do not throw it in ours.
The campground area is relatively close to residential areas, please lower the noise after
11:00 PM.
Due to liability, NO ALCOHOL may be brought in from outside.

2017 Benscreek Canoe Club Officers
President
Vice President
Treasurer
Secretary

Craig Rosage
Michael Cook
Ron Morris
Kirsten Ringler

Whitewater Park Improvements Coming Soon!
Major improvements are coming to both Whitewater Park and the adjacent Greenhouse Park, home of the
annual Stonycreek Rendezvous.
In Phase I, Greenhouse Park was developed and two in-steam playboat features were built in Whitewater
Park, but within a few years, the lower whitewater feature stopped working as designed.
Phase II will be built in August or September. A $206,000 contract was awarded to reconfigure the
Stonycreek River at the lower edge of Whitewater Park to lower the river elevation and enable a second
playboating feature to function as designed. In addition, restrooms with flush toilets are in design and will be
built about the same time.
The project is funded by the Pennsylvania Department of Conservation & Natural Resources, the Richard King
Mellon Foundation and the Laurel Highlands Visitors Bureau’s Somerset County Tourism Grants program.

Quemahoning Lake Trail Progress
A 17-mile mountain-bike trail is in construction around Quemahoning Lake!
The trail was designed by FisherWorks Consulting, which also designed the highly acclaimed Alligrippis Trails
around Raystown Lake. When finished, the Quemahoning Trail will be the 14th mountain-bike area within a
little over an hour drive from Johnstown. Other popular, nearby trails are Laurel Mountain in Forbes State
Forest, trails in Gallitzin State Forest and at Blue Know Ski Resort and Blue Knob State Park.
A total of $58,000 has been raised for the Quemahoning Trail project, but about $18,000 more is needed to
complete it. The goal is to have it finished in 2018.
Much of the work is being done by Laurel Highlands On- and Off-Road Bicycle Association (www.lhorba.org).
Partners include the Cambria Somerset Authority, which owns the lake, and Stonycreek-Quemahoning
Initiative, which is managing the project. Funders include the Community Foundation for the Alleghenies, the
Somerset County Tourism Grants Program, National Road Heritage Area, REI and Somerset Trust.

Davidsville
205 South Main Street

(814) 479-4411
The Best pizza around!!

Have a Great
on the Water!

Weekend

We deliver to Greenhouse Park and all areas of the
Rendezvous. Call us!
See our full menu at: http://www.foxspizza.com/locations/pa/davidsville/davidsville-pa-151/index.html

Stonycreek Rendezvous
$20 Meal Deal
Big Daddy-21 cut pizza with 1
topping, a dozen wings, and a 2
liter of soda
Please mention coupon when
ordering

ALL YOU CAN EAT

BREAKFAST BUFFET
RIVERSIDE FIREHALL
615 LIBERTY AVE
288-1100

SATURDAY MAY 20
7:30 AM-11:00 AM
COST $8 ADULT
CHILD (6-12) $4.00
UNDER 6 FREE

TAKE OUTS AVAILABLE
SCRAMBLED EGGS, FRENCH TOAST, PANCAKES, BACON,
SAUSAGE, HASH BROWNS, TOAST, ENGLISH MUFFINS,
BAKED GOODS, COFFEE, JUICE
BENEFITS RIVERSIDE LADIES AUXILIARY

Plan Your Visit to the Laurel Highlands
A magnificent mountainous region, the Laurel Highlands spans 3,000 square miles in
Southwestern Pennsylvania. Located just east of Pittsburgh, our beautiful scenery, outstanding
outdoor recreation, historic sites and attractions, and world-class resorts.
http://www.laurelhighlands.org/

SPECIAL THANKS TO OUR SPONSORS WHO DONATED
TO THE SILENT AUCTION

